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2008-09 Ivy League Champions

Eight Wrestlers Earn All-Ivy Honors

2008-09 EIWA Champions
Big Red wins third-straight EIWA team title

1. Cornell (138)
2. Lehigh (103)
3. Bucknell (79)
    Penn (79)
5. Navy (70)
6. American (68) 
7. Army  (50)
8. Harvard (48.5)
9. Rutgers (47.5)
10. Columbia (43)

EIWA
Final Team Scores

125: Nickerson (1st)
133: Grey (2nd)
141: Manson (DNP)
149: Meagher (DNP)
157: Leen (1st)
165: Lewnes (1st)
174: Anceravage (2nd)
184: Kerber (2nd)
197: Simaz (1st)
HWT: Hammond (5th)

EIWA
Individual Results

The Big Red wrestling team won its third-straight EIWA tournament in March and crowned four individ-
ual champions. Cornell automatically quali! ed seven wrestlers for the NCAA tournament and earned 
two at-large bids. Cornell saw Troy Nickerson (125), Jordan Leen (157), Mack Lewnes (165) and Cam 
Simaz (197) win individual titles. Mike Grey (133), Steve Ancervage (174) and Justin Kerber (184) were 
all runners-up. Nickerson won the Sheridan Award given to the wrestler that wins the most matches by 
fall in the shortest amount of time, and Anceravage won the Fletcher Award for earning the most EIWA 
tournament points during his career. 

Eight members of the Big Red wrestling team were named 
All-Ivy this season. Sophomore Mack Lewnes earned All-
Ivy Wrestler of the Year honors, while freshman Cam Simaz 
was named Rookie of the Year. Lewnes and Simaz also 
joined Troy Nickerson, Mike Grey and Steve Anceravage as 
unanimous ! rst-team All-Ivy selections. With a perfect 5-0 
league mark, including three wins by fall, Lewnes earned 
Wrestler of the Year and his inaugural ! rst-team honor. Si-
maz is the ! fth-straight Big Red wrestler to be named Ivy 
League Rookie of the Year. At 197 pounds, he is the ! rst 
Cornelian above 150 pounds to earn the honor. Simaz had 
a perfect 5-0 Ancient Eight record.  

Lewnes and Simaz receive top Ivy awards

Updates and Events for Big Red Wrestling Fans

Wrestling Captures Seventh-Straight Ivy League Title
The Big Red wrestling team won its seventh-straight Ivy League title this season. Cornell capped of its 
dual slate with a 34-9 victory over Harvard to ! n ish with a 12-2 mark. The title was the Big Red's ninth 
under the leadership of Rob Koll, the David R. Dunlop '59 Head Coach of Wrestling. Cornell has won its 
last 38 Ancient Eight matches; a streak that goes back to the Big Red's last Ivy loss on Feb. 2, 2002 at 
Penn (21-9). 

Notes:
-Ivy League Champions

-All-Ivy Honors

-EIWA Champions

-EIWA Wrestler of the Year

-EIWA Freshman of the Year

-Big Red Recruits

-Four NCAA All-Americans

-Individual NCAA National 
Champion 
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Simaz Recieves EIWA Freshman of the Year Honors

Nickerson Named EIWA Wrestler of the Year

Cornell wrestling freshman Cam Simaz was the second-
straight Big Red wrestler to earn EIWA Freshman of the 
Year honors. Simaz went 4-3 at the NCAA tournament to 
place eighth and become an All-American at 197 pounds. 
The rookie won the title at the EIWA championships to 
qualify for the NCAAs. He entered the tournament un-
seeded and opened with a 5-3 win over No. 11 Andrew 
Anderson of Northern Iowa. Simaz lost to No. 6 Max 
Askren, but rallied to win three-straight matches to earn 
All-America status. Tied for the team lead in wins, the 
freshman ends his season with a 35-11 record.

The Big Red's Troy Nickerson was named EIWA Wrestler of 
the Year and was the second-straight Cornell wrestler to 
earn the honor. Nickerson ! nished the season with a per-
fect 25-0 record. He opened his NCAA tournament by pin-
ning Michigan's Mike Watts in 5:51. Nickerson won by an 
11-0 major decision over Hofstra's Steve Bonanno to ad-
vance to the quarter! n als where he pinned No. 7 Joey Fio 
(Oklahoma) in 14 seconds. In the semi! nals, the three-time 
All-American won by a 2-1 decision over No. 3 Angel Esc-
obedo of Indiana. Nickerson won the NCAA title with a 2-1 
tiebreaker victory over No. 1 Paul Donahoe of Edinboro. 
Nickerson is a three-time ! rst-team All-Ivy honoree, and 
he won the EIWA title for the second time this season. He 
was a runner-up at the NCAA tournament as a freshman 
(2006) and placed third in 2007 as a sophomore. Nickerson 
missed the 2008 season due to injury.

Big Red Adds Nine Newcomers to its 2009-10 Roster
Cornell will add nine rookies to its 2009-10 roster. The group hails from ! ve di" erent states and represents eight di" erent 
weight classes. 
125:  Tyler Biscaha  Jackson, N.J. State champion
133:  Cody Kelly  Reynolds, Pa. Four-time state placewinner
141:  Craig Eifert  Mason, Mich. Three-time state champion, sixth at HS nationals
141: Mike Nevinger Letchworth, N.Y. Two-time state champion, three-time placewinner, two-time fourth HS nationals
149: Kyle Dake Lansing, N.Y. Two-time state champion, four-time placewinner, three-time HS national champion
157: Shea Hasenauer Commerce, Mich. State runner-up
165: Cody Hucheson Bath, N.Y. State champion, two-time placewinner
197: George Kocher Ramsey, N.J. Transfer from North Carolina
HWT: Stryker Lane Redvale, Co. Three-time state champion 
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Three time All-American Troy Nickerson won the 2009 NCAA championship at 125 pounds with a 2-1 tie breaker win over No. 1 Paul 
Donahoe of Edinboro in the ! nals. Nickerson previously placed third and second in 2007 and 2006, respectively. The Big Red ! nished 
in ! fth place as a team. 

In his match against Donahoe, both wrestlers started with a great deal of action at the head and hands. Nickerson shot near the 
edge of the mat, but the action was called back to the center. Donahoe used less than 30 seconds of injury time. When the action 
returned, Donahoe deferred choice in the second, and Nickerson chose down. Nickerson quickly got to his feet, but Donahoe was 
able to hold on as they went to the edge of the mat and returned action to the center once more. Nickerson responded by standing 
up again quickly but could not quite escape before reaching the edge of the mat. Back at center, Nickerson stood up immediately 
and got the escape he was looking for. Nickerson looked for a low single, but Donahoe caught the move in time to de# ect it. Both 
wrestlers showed their o" ensive and defensive excellence by 
continuing to shoot and de# ect shots by the opponent. 

Donahoe chose down in the third, and earned an escape eight 
seconds into the period. Both wrestlers circled a great deal in 
the third, each looking for the anticipated takedown. With a 1-
1 score in regular match-time the wrestlers went into sudden 
victory. Nickerson had an early shot at the head and chest that 
looked like a potential takedown, but Donahoe was able to 
shrug him o" . Nickerson had choice for the tie breaker, and he 
chose down. On the bottom, Nickerson used some injury time, 
but the action returned quickly. Nickerson collected a point for 
a technical violation for locking hands against Donahoe.The 
Edinboro wrestler started down for the his choice and was cau-
tioned. Donahoe attempted two more escapes, but Nickerson 
was able to hold onto his leg and bring him down to the mat 
for the ! nal few seconds to keep the score 2-1. 

Cornell Finishes Fifth at the NCAA Tournament and Crowns Four All-Americans

Nickerson Wins National Title at 125 Pounds

125 lbs Troy Nickerson 157 lbs Jordan Leen

174 lbs Steve Anceravage 197 lbs Cam Simaz

 10 - Top-10 in national 
  att endance
 9 -  NCAA quali! ers
 8 -  All- Ivy  honorees
 7 -  Straight I vy League titles
 6 -  Wins by major decision at  
  the NCAA tournament
 5 -  NCAA team ! nish - 5th
 4 -  All-Ame ricans
 3 -  Straight EIWA Team   
  Tit les
 2 -  Years in a row with an   
  NCAA champion
 1 -  2009 NCAA Champion 
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It was another great year for the Big Red. Although we fell short of our ultimate goal of winning a national championship, we did prove to ourselves that 
this goal is attainable. With ! ve returning All-Americans and a talented group of incoming freshmen, the present as well as the future looks very bright" 

Many of you are on my email list-serve so this may be old news. However, I am so proud of this group of seniors, and what they have accomplished over the past ! ve years, that I feel a need 
to boast about their accomplishments. This is a special group of seniors, and through their exceptional work ethic and leadership, they have helped to propel Cornell wrestling to the pre-
mier wrestling program in the east. Here is a brief list of some of the many noteworthy feats our squad has achieved:

*A Cornell wrestler has been named Ivy Wrestler of the Year four out of the past ! ve years. 
*Cornell has placed in the top ! ve, three out of the past ! ve years.                                          
*Average National Championship ! nish of 7th place, (4,5,12,9,5).
*Cornell has produced four All-Americans for ! ve consecutive years.                                          
*Five consecutive Ivy titles
*Cornell has produced 28 All-Americans since 2002                                                                   
*Highest ever dual meet ranking of 2nd                                                                                                  
*Highest ever National Duals championship ! nish of 2nd                                                                        
*Five consecutive years ranked in the top-10 of national attendance. This year we averaged 1,850 fans per 
match.

This success does not happen without the amazing support of our alumni, friends and administration. Many 
wrestling teams throughout the country, and many other sporting teams at Cornell, have been signi! cantly af-
fected by the economic downturn. I am pleased to report that we are actually ahead of schedule on our annual 
fund raising.  Despite this, we are still struggling to make ends meet because of our dependence on endowment 
income. At one point our endowment had grown to slightly over $6 million. This generates roughly $300,000 
annually. Because of how the university manages the endowment payout over a three year period, we will not 
feel the entire ªhitº all at one time, but we were informed that we can expect to see over $100,000 less next year. 

As always, one of my yearly goals is to increase our endowment, but this year I also want to signi! cantly in-
crease the number of gifts that we receive to the program. Last year we had 222 gifts from alumni and friends. 
This is a great number and roughly 33% of our base made a gift. To date we have received 220 gifts and we still 
have three months to go"  If you have not already made a gift to the program this year please consider making 
one. All gifts, regardless of size, are important to our continued success. Just as important, it demonstrates 
to the university how much our wrestlers and friends care about the program. The easiest way to make a gift 
is by going to the CornellBigRed.com website and clicking on the ªMake A Giftº icon at the top.  Once there, 
change the Cornell Annual Fund for Athletics to Other and write in Wrestling Special Gifts and you are all set. 

All the best" 
-Rob

Matside With Rob Koll

November
21  No. 14 Penn State W, 24-10 
22  Body Bar Invitational (Ithaca, N.Y.) 3rd (91.5 pts)
  

December
5-6  Las Vegas Invitational  2nd (91 pts)
29-30 Southern Scu#  e (Greensboro, N.C.) 1st (139 pts)

January
10  No. 17 Michigan (National Duals) W, 23-9
10  No. 6 Ohio State (National Duals) W, 17-16
11  No. 2 Iowa State (National Duals) W, 22-15
11  No. 1 Iowa (National Duals) L, 23-13
17  Eastern Michigan W, 28-10 
25  No. 12 Missouri L, 18-14

February
1  at Tennessee-Chattanooga W, 32-7
8  at Columbia W, 39-6
8  at No. 23 Hofstra W, 27-12
14  Princeton W, 54-0
15  Penn W, 24-9
20  at Brown W, 32-9
21  at Harvard W, 34-9 

March
7-8  at EIWA Championships (Philadelphia, Pa.) 1st (138 pts) 

19-21 at NCAA Championships (St. Louis, Mo.)  All Day

2008-09 
Schedule/Results

Our team at the annual 21 Run 
that is sponsored by the Big 
Red men's lacrosse team. 
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Ithaca, N.Y. 14853

2009 Cornell Wrestling Banquet

2009 Big Red Golf Outing

Our annual banquet is scheduled for 1 p.m. on Sunday, May 3, 2009. It will be once again held at the Lakewatch 
Reception Center just outside of Ithaca on Hwy 34B. Please RSVP with the form below and spend a check writ-
ten to Cornell Wrestling with $30.00 for each person who wishes to attend. A vegetarian dish will be o" ered. 

Name:_______________________________________________  Number attending: ___________

Check amount ($30/p erson):___________________________  No. of vegetarian meals:_______

Be sure to mark your calendars for the annual wrestling golf outing. This summer it has been booked for 
Saturday, June 27, at the Trumansburg Golf Club. We are aiming to make this an alumni weekend, and social 
events are planned for both Friday and Saturday evenings. If you are not a golfer and would still like to attend, 
a package will be available for dinner and drinks only. For more information on the event, please contact Ryan 
Lazier at (607) 255-9015 or by email at cornellwrestling@gmail.com

Receive the Cornell Wrestling Ne wsletter Via Email
If you would like to receive the Cornell Wrestling Newsletter 
electronically please email us at cornellwrestling@gmail.com. 
The newsletter will be in PDF format. 
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